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Charles Darwin wrote to his sisler Caroline Sarah on 10th March 1835 "1 know certainly we are on our 
road to England, although that road is not quite the shortest. On the 1st of June the Beagle sails from 
Valparaiso ... to the Galapagos", This is the first mention of the isJands in his letters home and he goes on 
to say "I do so long to see you all again. The voyage has been grievousJy too long; .,' But now that I know 
that I shall see you al1 again in the glorious month of September ,I will care for nothing; the very tboughts 
of thai pleasure shall drive sea.-sickness & blue sea evils away", He did not mean the coming September. 
but that of 1836; indeed it was not until October of that year that he was to see the coast of England. 
It was on 16th September 1835 that they made landfall in the Galapagosat Chatham Island and he landed 
for one hour that evening. He was still homesick and his first impression was nOI favourable. "Nothing 
could be less inviting than the first appearance. A broken field of black basaltic lava is everywhere covered 
by stunted brushwood, which shows little signs oflife. The dry and parched surface, having been heated 
by the noonday sun, gave the air a close and sultry feeling, like that from a stove; we fancied even the 
bushes smelt unpleasantly". He "obtained 10 different Howers; but such insignificant ugly little Howers, 
as would better become an Arctic than a Tropical country". 
There are three sources for what he felt, recorded and collected at the time. Firstly the little field notebook 
which BarloW- (I94S) says contains disappointingly little of interest; often he gives only the day of the 
week without date or name of the island. Secondly, there are his ornithological notes (Barlow, 1963); these 
were mostly written up at the time or shortly afterwards and are much more interesting. Thirdly, there is 
the first version of the JourlllJl 0/ Researches; this he started to write as soon as Captain FitzRoy had 
decided to write up Ihe whole Na"ative and asked him 10 do the third volume. Darwin's part was finished 
and in print by 1838 although it had to wait until the following year for publication because FitzRoy's 
parts were not ready. 
Once Darwin had got on land all his old energy came back and he started to collect. The plants and insects 
had to wait for experts at home, but the vertebrates he could observe himself, and his comments on the 
birds and the reptiles, written when they were fresh in his mind, are the most important. Many later 
students of evolution have used the second edition of the JourllIll 0/ Researches of I84S, but it must be 
remembered that by this time the birds and plants had been studied in detail and some work had been 
done on the insects and the molluscs; the five parts of the Zoology of the voyage were out; and, most 
importantly, Darwin bad written out his first evolutionary sketches of 1843and 1844. His ideas must have 
shaped the new version. 
Darwin only visited four islands, Chatham (San Christ6bal), Charles (Aoreana), Albennarle (lsabela) 
and James (Santiago), and his remarks on others are hearsay. The whole visit was of 32 days only and of 
these there were perhaps seven on which he was not on shore. It is not surprising therefore that he failed to 
see or collect even some of the most striking animals. He was unlucky not to have seen the flightless 
cormorant or the penguin when on 3rd October the Beagle anchored between Narborough and 
Albemarle. The following day they sailed round the northern tipof Albemarle,crossing theequator both 
ways in their journey to James. 
He made a lot of observations on the behaviour of the tortoises and the plant~ting iguanas as well as on 
the tameness of the birds, but those which are best remembered are his t:breecomments on speciation. The 
Vice-Governor, Mr Lawson, an Englishman, had told him in some detail about the differences in the 
tortoises, which the resident convicts could all recognize. He himself noticed the differences in the 
mockingbirds: "the specimens from Chatham and Albemarle Isd. appear to be the same, but the other 
two (Charles and James] are different. In each Isd. each kind is exclusively found; the habits of all are 
indistinguishable" . 
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Darwin did not at first notice the differences, in form and habits, of the rather drab IiUle finches which 
bear his name today. His much quoted observations end sadly: "I was not aware of these facts till my 
collection was nearly completed: it never octurred to me, that the productions of islands only a few miles 
apart, and placed under the same physical conditions, would be dissimilar. I therefore did notauemptto 
make a series of specimens from the separate islands. It is the fate of every voyager, when he has just 
discovered what object in any place is more particularly worthy of his attention, to be hurried from it". 
I may perhaps conclude with a comparison of FitzRoy's final judgement of the animals ofthese islands 
with that of Darwin. The former, who,after his return to England, had fonned rigid fundamental views, 
wrote (Narrative, II, p.502) "This appears to be one of those admirable provisions of Infinite Wisdom by 
which each created thing is adapted to the place for which it was intended", Darwin. on the otherhand, 
was sensing something much more important (Om. Noles, p.262) "When I see these Islands in sight of 
each other, & possessed or but a scanty stock of animals, tenanted by these birds, but slightly differing in 
structure & filling the same place in nature, I must suspect they are only varieties - If there is the slightest 
foundation for these remarks the zoology of Archipelagoes - will be well wonh examining; for such facts 
would undermine the stability of Species". 
REFERENCES 
Barlow, Nora, editor (1945) Charles Darwin and the voyage o/the Beagle. 279 pp. London, Pilot Press. 
Barlow, Nora, edi/Or (1963) Darwin's ornithological notes. Bull. Brit. Mus. (TUlI. Hisl.) hist.Ser. Vo1.2, pp. 
201-278. 
Darwin, Charles Robert (1839) Journal of researches into Ihe geology and nalural history 0/ the various 
countries visited by H.M.S. Beagle etc. xiv, 615(609-629) pp. London, Henry Colburn. 
Darwin, Charles Robert, edilor(1839-43) The zoology of the voyageo/H.M.S. Beagleetc.5 parts in 3 vols, 
London, Smith Elder. 
Darwin, Charles Robert (1845) Journal 0/ researches into the natural history and geology 0/ the countries 
visited during the voyage 0/ HM.S. Beagle round Ihe world etc. viii, 519 pp. London, John Murray. 
FitzRoy, Robert, editor (1839) Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's Ships Adventure and 
Beagle. 3 vols & appendix 10 Vo1.lI, London, Henry Colburn. 
Noticias de Galapagos, vol. 42 1985
